Application Form

Foundation in Collaboration & Mission
Diocese of Ferns – Certificate Course
September 2026 – May 2027

Important Notes:

· This is an invitational programme. Applications are accepted only through nomination by: 

· A priest in active ministry, 

· The chairperson of a pastoral council, or 

· A pastoral minister currently completing the Diploma in Pastoral Ministry programme with St. Patrick's Pontifical University, Maynooth.

· This Certificate Programme ‘may’ serve as a discernment period and help satisfy requirements for possible entry into the 2-year Diploma in Pastoral Ministry with St. Patrick's Pontifical University, Maynooth should the student express interest. 

· Participation requires successful completion of Garda vetting and safeguarding training (Diocese of Ferns standards). These will be arranged for successful applicants as required. 

· The course runs on weekdays (7:00 - 9:30 pm) or Saturdays (10.00 am -12.30 pm), with 20 workshops (2.5 hours each) from September 2026 to May 2027. It includes a pastoral action project in your local context. The venue(s) will depend on the location of successful applicants.
Submission Instructions:

· Complete all sections fully. 

· The nominator must complete Section 3 and provide a supporting statement. 

· Submit via email to pdw@ferns.ie or post to: Dr. Sean O’Leary, Director of Pastoral Development, Bishop’s House, Summerhill, Wexford. 

· Application Deadline: May 31, 2026. 

· For inquiries: Contact the Diocesan Pastoral Development Office by email to pdw@ferns.ie or by phone or text 087 1816760.

Section 1: Applicant Personal Information – please type or write clearly in block letters
	Field
	Details

	Full Name
	____________________________________________

	Date of Birth (DD/MM/YYYY)
	____________________________________________

	Address (including county & Eircode)
	____________________________________________

	Email Address
	____________________________________________

	Mobile Number
	____________________________________________

	Parish / Pastoral Area
	____________________________________________

	Current Role if any / Involvement in Parish (e.g., parish council member, catechist, reader etc.)


	____________________________________________




Section 2: Applicant Motivation and Experience

Please respond briefly (100 - 150 words per question). Your answers should reflect your interest in synodality, collaboration, practical theology or mission.

1. Why are you interested in the Foundation in Collaboration & Mission Certificate Course? How does it align with your desire to contribute to a more missionary Church? 
2. List any relevant experience in pastoral activities, community involvement, or collaborative ministry (e.g., parish projects, faith formation, community projects). 

3. What pastoral challenge or opportunity in your local context might you address through the 6-month action project? 

Section 3: Nomination (To be completed by the Nominator):

	Field
	Details

	Nominator's Full Name
	____________________________________________

	Role/Title (select one): ☐ Priest in active ministry ☐ Chairperson of a Pastoral Council ☐ Pastoral Minister (completing Diploma in Pastoral Ministry, Maynooth)
	____________________________________________

	Parish / Organisation
	____________________________________________

	Contact Email
	____________________________________________

	Contact Phone
	____________________________________________

	Relationship to Applicant
	____________________________________________


Nomination Statement:
In up to 150 words, explain why you nominate this applicant and provide a brief reference. 

Nominator's Declaration:
I confirm that I know the applicant and believe they are suitable for this programme. I support their participation and understand the commitment involved. 
Signature: ______________________________ Date: ______________________________

Section 4: Applicant Declarations and Consents

· I confirm that all information provided is true and accurate.
Applicant Signature: ______________________________ Date: __________________

· I consent to Garda vetting and completion of safeguarding training as required by the Diocese of Ferns. I understand these are mandatory for the course.
Applicant Signature: ______________________________ Date: __________________

· I understand, that should I wish, this Certificate may support discernment and potential progression to the 2-year Diploma in Pastoral Ministry at St. Patrick's Pontifical University, Maynooth in September 2027.
Applicant Signature: ______________________________ Date: ___________________


Thank you for applying to the Foundation in Collaboration & Mission Certificate Course. Successful nominees will be contacted to arrange a discernment conversation, vetting, and safeguarding processes as appropriate. May the Holy Spirit guide your discernment and our shared mission in the Diocese of Ferns. 
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