Diocese of Ferns

Graduation Liturgy
‘Though we travel the world over to find the beautiful, we must carry it with us or we find it now.’
Introduction: Today marks the end of one journey and the beginning of another. We are mindful of the stories that have shaped our lives and bring us to this present moment. We notice the moods of our hearts and pay attention to how we are feeling. We come in gratitude for what was and welcome the gift of what will be. Above all we acknowledge God’s Presence in ourselves, each other and the world around us.

First Reading: The Spirit of God and the Spirit of the World

Two readers are needed: one reads the Spirit of God and the other the spirit of the world. In each case the spirit of the world comes first, followed within a couple of seconds by the Spirit of God; then a 10 – 15 second pause before moving on. Ideally the two readers should stand at lecterns at opposite ends of the relevant space.

1. The spirit of the world says that externals are all important – looks, property, possessions. You are what you have.

2. The spirit of God says that your looks and appearance can be very deceptive. You must look into the heart, into the depth of life to see who we really are.

1. The spirit of the world says that life is a test and success if everything. It abhors failure and disappointment.

2. The spirit of God says that failure can be more important than success. We can learn even from the sad and more difficult times.

1. The spirit of the world says that the great problems – unemployment, ecology, violence – have nothing to do with me. I’ve just got to mind my own patch.

2. The spirit of God says that I am responsible for everyone, everywhere, at all times.

1. The spirit of the world says that love is about things going well, in accord with my plans.

2. The spirit of God says that love is about giving of myself even when I feel that I cannot.

1. The spirit of the world says that there is no such thing as forgiveness because there is no such thing as sin.

2. The spirit of God says that forgiveness is the greatest reality that we know. We sin, we fail, yet we can be freed to go on.

1. The spirit of the world says that honesty and commitment are impossible and don’t really exist.
2. The spirit of God says that honesty and commitment are the only things that matter in the end.

1. The spirit of the world says that the sick and the disabled are not really alive. Sickness and disability are disastrous.

2. The spirit of God says that the sick and the disabled are often those who are most alive for they know their dependence; they know that life is not in their control.

1. The spirit of the world says that death is the end of life and proves that life is futile.

2. The spirit of God says that death is not the end of life as the great spirit present in us is not extinguished but transformed.

Gospel: John 8: 31-32

Jesus said: “If you make my word your home, you will indeed be my disciples. You will learn the truth and the truth will make you free”.

Reflections: The Smaller Beatitudes

Blessed are you who can laugh at yourselves: you will have no end of fun

Blessed are you who can tell a mountain from a molehill: you will be saved a lot of bother.

Blessed are you who know how to relax without looking for excuses: you are on the way to becoming wise.

Blessed are you who know when to be quiet and listen: you will learn a lot of new things.

Blessed are you who are sane enough not to take yourselves too seriously and face serious things calmly: you will go far in life.

Blessed are you if you can appreciate a smile and forget a frown: you will walk on the sunny side of the street.

Blessed are you who think before acting and pray before thinking: you will avoid many blunders.

Above all: blessed are you who recognise the Lord in all whom you meet: the light of truth shines in your life for you have found true wisdom. (Author unknown)

Blessing:

May the sun bring you new strength by day;

may the moon softly restore you by night,

may the rain wash away your fears

and the breeze invigorate your being.

May you, all the days of your life,

Walk gently through the world

And know its beauty.

And may your days

Be good and long upon the earth.

(Native American Prayer)
